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Marijuana offenders get harsher criminal
sentences than police officers who kill
civilians
Emily Gray Brosious 

September 21, 2016: 5:14 PM CT

Police officers face off with protesters on the I-85 (Interstate 85)during protests in the early hours
of September 21, 2016 in Charlotte, North Carolina. The protests began last night, following the
fatal shooting of 43-year-old Keith Lamont Scott by a police officer at an apartment complex near
UNC Charlotte. (Photo credit: Sean Rayford/Getty Images) 
________________________________________________________

Marijuana offenders in the U.S. get longer
prison sentences than police officers who kill
unarmed civilians.
________________________________________________________

A police officer fatally shot a black man Tuesday, Sept. 20, in Charlotte, North Carolina,
just days after an unarmed black man was shot dead by police in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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Keith Lamont Scott, a father of seven, was killed by a black Charlotte police officer in
an apartment complex parking lot Tuesday night, as officers were attempting to locate
a different man named in a warrant they were serving. Police say Scott was armed, but
his family says he had no weapon and was only sitting in his car reading a book while
waiting for his son to return home from school.

On Friday, Sept. 16, Terence Crutcher was fatally shot by a police officer in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, after his SUV stalled on the road. Graphic dashcam video footage of the
incident released by the Tulsa Police Department Monday appears to show that
Crutcher, 40, was unarmed and had his hands in the air before a white female officer
fired one fatal gunshot.

Crutcher and Scott are among 788 people killed in 2016 by police officers in the U.S.,
according to The Guardian’s count.

In 2015, approximately 1,200 people were killed by police in the U.S., The Wall Street
Journal reports.

But perhaps more startling than the number of civilians killed by police across
the country each year is the number of officers who are convicted of manslaughter or
murder for such killings. 

A decade-high number of police officers went to trial for fatal on-duty shootings in
2015. That number was 12, and not a single officer was convicted of murder or
manslaughter. Not a single officer is serving jail time.

No police officers were convicted for on-duty killings in 2014 either.

Since 2005, only 13 officers have been convicted of murder or manslaughter for fatal
on-duty shootings in the U.S., according to The Huffington Post. Some of these officers
have served yearlong prison sentences, while others passed in and out of jail in a
matter of months.

The raw data paints a clear picture: Police officers are generally not being held
accountable for on-duty killings.

Retired professional basketball player Stephen Jackson, who is black, made an
interesting point speaking to this issue on CNN Wednesday.

Police appear to experience an entirely different system of treatment under the law
than other civilians do, particularly when those civilians are black, he said. Not only are
black Americans killed by police at high rates, but they are also incarcerated for
nonviolent drug offenses at very high rates.

“I see people arrested with one or two pounds of marijuana, and they go away for 30
years,” Jackson pointed out, noting the judicial disparity between civilian drug offenses
and police-related killings. Some people are even serving life sentences for nonviolent
marijuana-related crimes.

Jackson acknowledged that not all police-related shootings are unjustified. But when
they are unjustified, officers need to be held accountable and that doesn’t seem to be
happening, he said. Meanwhile, black Americans caught with marijuana are being held
over-accountable, many would argue.

It’s a troubling juxtaposition in the American criminal justice system. Someone caught
possessing a couple pounds of marijuana will almost certainly serve a longer jail or
prison sentence than an on-duty officer who kills a civilian, even if video footage of
that incident looks like murder.
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